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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE TUNIS 5040 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PLOS, ENRG0 TS, LI 

SUBJECT: TUNISIAN-LIB YAN BOUNDARY DISPUTE - DRILLING BY 
J.W. BATES 

REF: TRIPOLI 0839 

WE WOULD APPRECIATE LATEST AVAILABLE NEWS ON STATUS OF 
"J.W. BATES" AND D-2 WELL IT HAS BEEN DRILLING IN DISPUTED 
AREA OF GULF OF GABES. WHEN IS DRILL SHIP EXPECTED TO COM- 
PLETE WELL AND DEPART? IS THERE FURTHER NEWS (E.G. RATE OF 
FLOW) ON OIL REPORTEDLY STUCK AT 9,000 FEET? ARE WE CORRECT 
IN ASSUMING D-2 IS NEW WELL AND NOT CONTINUATION OF THAT STAR- 
TED BY SCARAB EO IV? 
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